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Jackson County School District Providing Meals, Support, and Distance Learning   

While uncertainty surrounds the COVID-19 outbreak, one thing is for certain: Jackson County School District is 

taking every opportunity to ensure its students, faculty, and community members are safe, supported, and educated.  

 

Dr. Strycker, Superintendent of Jackson County School District, highlights his number one priority by stating, “Our 

first concern for the district is the health and wellbeing of our students.” Since Monday, March 16, 2020, Jackson 

County Schools have been closed to help prevent the spread of COVID-19. As of this time, all schools in JCSD will 

remain closed through April 17, 2020, unless further instructed. “Our hope is that students and staff are staying home 

as much as possible to keep the spread of the virus at bay. As much as we want our students at school, it is 

imperative that we stay put at this time,” notes Dr. Strycker. 

 

In addition to ensuring student safety, JCSD aims to maintain student wellbeing by providing meals to any student in 

need. Monday – Friday, from 10:30 – 12:30, at East Central Middle School, St. Martin High School, and Vancleave 

Middle School, all children 18 years and under can receive a breakfast and lunch free of charge. Children do not 

have to be a JCSD student, but all children must be present to claim their meal. Adults can get a meal for $3 each.  

 

Dr. Strycker is also focusing on providing support for the families of JCSD students. “All teachers have been 

instructed to personally reach out to their students and families via phone call and to maintain availability during the 

school day so that students and parents/guardians can get the instructional assistance needed,” states Strycker. While 

school buildings are closed to visitors, Dr. Strycker wants all students and families to know that they are a top 

priority during this time of distance learning and that communication is key to maintaining an optimal educational 

experience. To further assist students and families without internet service or devices, each school has a protocol in 

place to provide paper copies of school work. 

 

Jackson County School District has updated its website with additional information regarding COVID-19 updates 

and helpful resources. The curriculum department has added a link titled Maintain the Brain Resources that provides 

access to online academic websites that are engaging and beneficial in teaching students remotely. Dr. Penny 

Westfaul, Curriculum Director of JCSD, states, “I have never been more proud to be associated with Jackson County 

School District! Our administrators, teachers, and staff members are fully embracing the challenge of providing our 

students and families support that goes well beyond just the academic scope. I am deeply impressed by the level of 

creativity and ingenuity I am witnessing across the district.” 

 

High school graduation is also a priority for the school district.  “At this time we DO plan to hold some form of high 

school graduation within the local, state, and federal COVID-19 guidelines considering the safety of those involved.  

A possible ceremony we are considering is holding the graduation at each attendance center’s football stadium 

scheduling (10) students at a time with plenty of ‘social distancing space’ for those in attendance,” said Strycker.  As 

soon as details are finalized, we will update the community regarding graduation. 

 

During this unprecedented time, Jackson County School District wants to make sure that everyone stays safe. If you 

have any questions or need any assistance, please feel free to reach out to your student’s teachers, principals, or 

district office staff. “My sincerest prayer is that we all work together to get through this, and we come out stronger 

for it. I can’t wait to see you all back in our buildings as soon as it is safe to do so,” expresses Strycker.  


